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A Note from the
Executive Director

 

Dear Companions on the Journey, 
 

I am writing this month’s note to you from New York. My time here has a threefold
purpose: the first is a meeting of the IPA Core Team; the second a scoping an
archival project with 30 years of IPA documentation; and finally attending the
High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) at the UN.

Sr Lancia Rodrigues, IPA’s Spirituality and Charism Animator, is the newest
member of my core team, who started with us in June this year. We held our team
meeting in person and online at Thomas Berry Place, Jamaica Queens, New York.
This re-imagined Place endeavours to make concrete God’s Dream – one in which
all will be welcome – beginning with those on the ‘margins’ and most easily
forgotten. Thomas Berry Place is a place of sacred hospitality and prayer, a space of
encounter, dialogue, education and service, working towards an integral human
ecology. Sr Mary Naccarato, Presentation Sisters New Winsor Congregation, is
Director of Spiritual Programmes here.

The second aspect of my visit here
is to spend time in Presentation
House Staten Island, to begin the
work of preparing an inventory of
over thirty years of IPA
documentation which are stored
there. We are most grateful to the
sisters for providing a space for
this extensive collection. Into the
future, we envisage that the task of
digitising these documents will
need to be undertaken.

My final week will be spent
attending the UN’s High-Level
Political Forum (HLPF) in person.
Our IPA NGO Representative,
Despoina, provided a very
comprehensive overview of this

year’s schedule in her update.

The theme is ‘Building Back Better’ from the coronavirus disease (Covid 19), while
advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. 

The International Presentation Association is one of the members of the Justice
Coalition of Religious (JCoR) that are actively engaging in organising a side event
at the HLPF, titled ‘Delivering SDG 4.7: Catholic Religious Organizations
and the Lifelong Formation of Global Citizens’. This is scheduled to take
place on July 12, 2022 (7:30am to 9:00am, Eastern Daylight Time, New York). At
this event, an Irish initiative will bring the local to the global: ‘Challenge to Change’
is a Presentation initiative which invites the children from all Presentation Schools
in Ireland, both primary and secondary to consider the place of either themselves
or others in the world and how they are affected by important issues that challenge
us all.

We have all learned how to work together online during the coronavirus pandemic,
and these side events are all virtual. This kind of virtual participation helps to bring
the local to the global in a very practical way, and helps to build back better.
 
______________

Ann Marie Quinn PBVM
IPA Executive Director

A Word from the
Programme Action Leader

 

To the Presentation People:

This month, I enjoyed the rare opportunity to meet both in-person and virtually
with members of the IPA Core Team. Sr. Ann Marie and I spent 25-27 June at the
Thomas Berry Place in Jamaica, New York. This renewed contemplative space
offered us a chance to root ourselves in the work and share our passions with like-
minded friends and colleagues. We were warmly hosted by Sr. Mary Naccarato,
Director of Spiritual Programmes, and enjoyed encounters with members of the
local community. This time at the Thomas Berry Place also offered the opportunity
to work at the table and over Zoom with new and existing members of the IPA Core
Team. 

Above, Sr. Ann Marie describes  her own time in New York and  introduces Sr.
Lancia Rodrigues, the IPA Spirituality and Charism Animator and newest member
of the IPA Core Team. Sr. Lancia is a passionate and experienced addition to our
team  and will skillfully weave spirituality and charism into all we do as the
International Presentation Association. Over the coming months, we look forward
to benefiting from Sr. Lancia's wisdom!

Below, Despoina Afroditi draws our attention to numerous opportunities to engage
with upcoming events at the United Nations and beyond. She details the upcoming
High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, offering resources to
follow along with the action and discussions. In addition, she invites us all to
register for the upcoming side event titled "Delivering SDG 4.7: Catholic Religious
Organizations and the Lifelong Formation of Global Citizens”,  scheduled to take
place on July 12, 2022 (7:30am to 9:00am New York time). This event will include
a perspective from our very own Brian O'Toole, and Sr. Margaret Mary Healy, on
the  "Challenge to Change (C2C)" project.  Furthermore, we are all invited to
participate in the "JCoR SDG Lab" taking place from 5-15 July 2022. More
information on this opportunity can be found below.

In June, I also had the opportunity to meet with the Focus Group Chairs as well as
many of the Justice Contacts to discuss the collection of "Stories of Impact." I
further encourage all of you share your stories with me, either by filling out this
Form or emailing me with a brief, detailed description. More on this can be found
below. 

May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting
Programme Action Leader
 

Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the
UN Representative

 

New York, July 2022
 

Dear friends,        
 

Every July, the UN High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development (HLPF) annual meeting takes place. It is the core UN platform for
follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It is established in 2012 through the UN
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in its outcome on “The Future
We Want”. It replaced the Commission on Sustainable Development, which had
met annually since 1993. The Forum adopts intergovernmentally negotiated
political declarations.
 
The HLPF will be held from July 5-15, 2022, under the auspices of the Economic
and Social Council. This includes the three-day ministerial segment of the
forum from July 13-15, 2022. The high-level segment of the Council will conclude
with a final day on July 18, 2022. The theme for the 2022 United Nations HLPF is
“Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while
advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development”.
 
As part of its follow-up and review mechanisms, the 2030 Agenda encourages
member states to “conduct regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the national
and sub-national levels, which are country-led and country-driven”. These
Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) are expected to serve as a basis for the regular
reviews by the HLPF. The VNRs aim to facilitate the sharing of experiences,
including successes, challenges and lessons learned, with a view to accelerating the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The VNRs also seek to strengthen policies
and institutions of governments and to mobilize multi-stakeholder support and
partnerships for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.
 
As the world is struggling to recover from COVID-19 amidst continuing crises, the
HLPF will reflect on how recovery policies can reverse the negative impacts of the
pandemic on the SDGs and move countries on to a path to realize the vision of the
2030 Agenda. The HLPF will review in-depth Sustainable Development Goals 4 on
quality education, 5 on gender equality, 14 on life below water, 15 on life on land,
and 17 on partnerships for the Goals. It will take into account the different impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic across all Sustainable Development Goals and the
integrated, indivisible and interlinked nature of the Goals. The forum will also start
to discuss the preparations of the 2023 SDG Summit.
 
From 11 to 15 July forty-four countries will present their Voluntary National
Reviews (VNRs) of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. This year three IPA
countries will present their Voluntary National Reviews: Dominica (presenting
for the first time), Pakistan (presenting for the second time) and the Philippines
(presenting for the third time).
 
The dates for the three IPA countries with VNRs presentations are the following:
-Dominica, Wednesday July 13th, 2022 (3:00 pm - 6:00 pm NYT) 
-Pakistan, Friday July 15th, 2022 (9:00 am - 1:00 pm NYT) 
-Philippines, Tuesday July 12th, 2022 (11:00 am - 1:00 pm NYT)
More information on VNRs is available here.

All meetings of the 2022 HLPF and High-level Segment of ECOSOC will be
broadcast on UN WebTV (http://webtv.un.org/), Facebook (@UNwebTV), and
YouTube: (@UNwebTV). It is important to try and watch these meetings as much
as possible, so as to be able to follow what your country officially states at the UN
level and compare it with what the government actually says or does within the
country level. It might be some discrepancies there.

You can find the tentative programme of the HLPF (as of June 29, 2022) here.
As every year, the HLPF will be accompanied by an unofficial part with side events,
VNR labs, special events and exhibitions. More information and registration for the
UN VNR labs can be accessed here and details for the side events here.
The tentative programme of the side events can be found here.

As you are able to view on that list, the International Presentation Association is
one of the members of the Justice Coalition of Religious (JCoR) that are actively
engaging in the organization of a side event titled “Delivering SDG 4.7:
Catholic Religious Organizations and the Lifelong Formation of
Global Citizens”, and scheduled to take place on July 12, 2022 (7:30am to
9:00am New York time). The JCoR, in collaboration with REDES (an alliance of
55 development organizations associated with Catholic congregations), will bring
together the voices of faith-based organizations from the Catholic tradition, which
have a presence across many global regions, to share good practices and
recommendations with respect to the achievement of SDG 4’s Target 7. The co-
sponsors of this event are united in the perspective that SDG 4.7 sets a critical
standard for a “quality education” as one that is transformative, not only for the
individual, but for their community and, ultimately, for our global society.

The registration link for attending the online event is
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkd-
Gsqz4uGtJ1LStE9PMSjbT74vaPoEpT .

Simultaneous interpretation in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese will be
available. The flyer of the event will be shared with you very soon.

Brian O’Toole, our Justice Contact in Ireland-England, and Sr. Margaret Mary
Healy have been coordinating their efforts and gathering relevant material on the
“Challenge to Change (C2C)” project in Ireland. Challenge to Change is a
Presentation initiative which invites the children of all Presentation Schools in
Ireland, both primary and secondary, to consider the place of either themselves or
others in the world and how they are affected by important issues that challenge
all. Brian will introduce this project to the event’s audience by sharing, inter alia,
how students explore and learn ways of understanding our common home as a
contribution to the achievement of SDG 4.7 (Education for Global Citizenship). You
are welcome to join us in this event and support Brian’s presentation!!

On a different note, the JCoR offers a series of virtual conversations called the
“JCoR SDG Lab”. I feel especially happy and proud of the idea of “JCoR SDG Lab”
since it has been initiated following my suggestion which was ultimately approved
by the other members of the Board Members of the JCoR. The series will run from
July 5-13, 2022, and include sessions dedicated to each of the aforementioned
SDGs of focus for the 2022 HLPF. In each of the JCoR SDG Lab sessions, delegates
of Catholic NGOs who have participated in JCoR’s HLPF training programme, will
share their observations on SDG progress (or lack of progress) and present some of
their own ministry projects that are contributing to the achievement of the Goals.

All are welcome to attend these JCoR SDG Lab sessions. Please see the details
below, and register to join us for one or more of the sessions!

Tuesday, July 5, 2022 8:00am-9:45am (NY time): SDG 4 Quality Education
Wednesday, July 6, 2022 8:00am-9:45am (NY time): SDG 5 Gender Equality
Monday, July 11, 2022 8:00am-9:45am (NY time): SDG 14 Healthy Aquatic
Ecosystems
Tuesday, July 12, 2022 8:00am-9:45am (NY time): SDG 15 Healthy
Terrestrial Ecosystems
Wednesday, July 13, 2022 8:00am-9:45am (NY time): SDG 17 Partnerships
for the Goals

Click here to register.

I remain at your disposal if you require any further information or help.
 
Stay safe everyone!!
 
Respectfully,
 
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki
IPA NGO Representative at the UN

Voices from the Grassroots
 

"Stories of Impact"

On 07 June, 2022, the IPA Core Team, Focus Group Chairs, and Caplor Horizons
team came together to discuss strategies and approaches for collecting "Stories of
Impact" through  the Justice Contacts from  their congregations and units. With
these stories, we aim to demonstrate the rich impact of our actions around the
world, clearly highlighting the individual or local change, support toward  the
Sustainable Development Goals, and contributions toward the IPA priority action
areas and UN advocacy focus. 

Following this meeting, the Focus Group Chairs have worked diligently to 'cross-
pollinate' the ideas and discussions of the different Focus Groups. They have done
so by participating in each other's  groups and by harmonizing their efforts to
collect the "Stories of Impact".

IPA Justice Contacts can act as a direct link and focal point  between your
congregations and the IPA Core Team. As IPA Programme Action Leader, I can
then work together with you to articulate the impact of the work taking place on the
ground. Together, we will form a "Story of Impact" that demonstrates the powerful
contributions made by your community and yourself, that shows how the work for
Justice at local level is making a difference.

These "Stories of Impact" will become invaluable resources: they will allow us to
share robust and timely Justice Contact Updates; they will support a reliable and
relevant website; they will provide best practices and examples in support of our
advocacy at the UN; and they will allow us to analyze the progress of International
Presentation Association towards our collective commitments.

We want to hear from you! Submit your "Stories of Impact" using the link HERE!    
   

More Upcoming Dates
 

- (5-15 July, 2022) High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(HLPF)

"The HLPF will be held from July 5-15, 2022, under the auspices of the Economic
and Social Council. This includes the three-day ministerial segment of the forum
from July 13-15, 2022. The high-level segment of the Council will conclude with a
final day on July 18, 2022. The theme for the 2022 United Nations HLPF is
“Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while advancing
the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”."

- (5-13 July, 2022) “Justice Coalition of Religious (JCoR) SDG Lab”

"The series will [...] include sessions dedicated to each of the aforementioned SDGs
of focus for the 2022 HLPF. In each of the JCoR SDG Lab sessions, delegates of
Catholic NGOs who have participated in JCoR’s HLPF training programme, will
share their observations on SDG progress (or lack of progress) and present some of
their own ministry projects that are contributing to the achievement of the Goals."

- (11 July, 2022) World Population Day

"World Population Day, which seeks to focus attention on the urgency and
importance of population issues, was established by the then-Governing Council of
the United Nations Development Programme in 1989, an outgrowth of the interest
generated by the Day of Five Billion, which was observed on 11 July 1987." 

"In an ideal world, 8 billion people means 8 billion opportunities for healthier
societies empowered by rights and choices. But the playing field is not and has
never been even. Based on gender, ethnicity, class, religion, sexual orientation,
disability and origin, among other factors, too many are still exposed to
discrimination, harassment and violence. We do ourselves no favors when
neglecting those left behind."

- (12 July, 2022) “Delivering SDG 4.7: Catholic Religious Organizations and the
Lifelong Formation of Global Citizens”

"The JCoR, in collaboration with REDES (an alliance of 55 development
organizations associated with Catholic congregations), will bring together the
voices of faith-based organizations from the Catholic tradition, which have a
presence across many global regions, to share good practices and
recommendations with respect to the achievement of SDG 4’s Target 7. The co-
sponsors of this event are united in the perspective that SDG 4.7 sets a critical
standard for a “quality education” as one that is transformative, not only for the
individual, but for their community and, ultimately, for our global society."

- (15 July, 2022) World Youth Skills Day

"World Youth Skills Day 2022 takes place amid concerted efforts towards socio-
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic that are interconnected with
challenges such as climate change, conflict, persisting poverty, rising inequality,
rapid technological change, demographic transition and others."

- (18 July, 2022) Nelson Mandela International Day

"General Assembly resolution A/RES/70/175 not only adopted the revised United
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, but also
approved that they should be known as the "Nelson Mandela Rules" in order to
honour the legacy of the late President of South Africa, who spent 27 years in
prison in the course of his struggle referred to above."

- (30 July, 2022) World Day Against Trafficking in Persons

"Victims’ Voices Lead the Way"

This year’s theme puts victims of human trafficking at the centre of the campaign
and will highlight the importance of listening to and learning from survivors of
human trafficking. The campaign portrays survivors as key actors in the fight
against human trafficking and focusses on the crucial role they play in establishing
effective measures to prevent this crime, identify and rescue victims and support
them on their road to rehabilitation.
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